‘P keycaslionofaiska, 2025 Key Campaign Priorities
N o i L Advocates will be in Juneau March 18-19, 2025

Advacating for Alaskans with developmental disabilities

Serve More Kids Ages Birth to Three in Early Intervention (Infant Learning) Programs
The Ask: Support expanding ILP eligibility to align Part C with Part B of IDEA, this will require a $5.7 million increase to
the current Infant Learning Program budget.

Main Points:

i. Reduces need for special education which would save the State $229,000 per child who does not need

special education services later.

ii. Kids are healthier and there are lower levels of abuse & neglect along with improved brain development.

iii. Alaska is behind other states in 3-year-olds meeting developmental milestones.

iv. The Infant Learning Program has received 0 increases in 11 years.

Build a System that Doesn’t Need a Waitlist
The Ask: CONTINUE to urge the Department of Health to follow through with the investment in the five-year waitlist
elimination plan.
Main Points:
i. The Medicaid Rate Study is essential to understand the costs of providing services. Keep the Rate Study
on target.
ii. SDS is currently working to implement a research-based assessment tool (the InterRAl) to determine the
cost of a person’s services; this is the key to building a system that can meet everyone’s needs.
iii. The current system is falling very short — workforce shortages continue, people with complex needs have
limited options, no infrastructure to use technology to leverage our human workforce, and transportation is
challenging, to name just a few of the challenges.

Modernize Alaska’s Guardianship
The Ask: Support revisions to the Guardianship Statute which will modernize current state law providing for stronger,
more effective forms of oversight and enforcement, and will promote autonomy, basic rights, and dignity of the individual
under guardianship.
Main Points:
i. Proposed language strengthens protections — more notifications, reporting and due process.
ii. Modernizes the language — for example, a person under a guardianship is no longer called a “ward”.
iii. Adds a new section that allows courts to customize an order, depending on the individual needs.

Improve Access to Transportation
The Ask: Support the Alaska Mobility Coalition’s legislative priorities. These include 1) supporting HB 26, which will put
public and community transit into statute, 2) increase the Human Services Transportation Grant program by $250,000,
and 3) add $1 million to the capital budget to help transit providers with local matching funds for federal grants.
Main Points:
i. Affordable and accessible transportation is a barrier to people getting to work, community activities, social
engagements, and medical appointments in many parts of Alaska.
ii. State investment in transportation strengthens Alaskan communities’ access additional resources like
federal grants and already established human services programs.
iii. Flexible access to transportation is a key social determinant of health.

Require Universal Changing Spaces in Public Buildings
The Ask: Support requiring universal changing spaces be included in public buildings that are being constructed or
renovated. A public building is defined as facilities that are owned or leased by state or local governments.
Main Points:
i. Infant/toddler changing tables are too small for older children, teens or adults to use.
ii. People are being changed in unhygienic, uncomfortable, undignified and unsafe places such as bathroom
floors.
iii. Lack of proper changing spaces affects older individuals, people with disabilities or medical conditions;
and family members, caregivers, or friends who cannot spend time in the community with loved ones.






